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Alexander II there. Countless trophies from past wars
decorated the church. I was particularly interested in seeing
the little wooden house from Zaandam, in Holland, where
Peter the Great had lived when working as a' shipwright.
B On my return to the Winter Palace I had the honour of
presenting the Insignia of the Order of the Black Eagle to
the Tsarevitch in the presence oi the Tsar and the whole
Imperial family. The Tsar bade me convey his heartiest
thanks to the Emperor.

The coming-of-age festivities were predominantly of a
military character. The great halls of the Winter Palace,
as I passed through them with the Tsar before the opening of
the ceremony, were full of picked contingents from the
St. Petersburg Regiments of the Guard, and with their flags
and standards they were a splendid sight. When, after
hurriedly getting into Russian uniform, 1 returned to the
reception, the Tsar, to my great surprise, tolcl me he had
appointed me honorary colonel of the Viborg Infantry No. 85.
Next day a detachment of this regiment, which had come from
barracks in Novgorod by his orders, reported to me.

The ceremonies began with a service, my place in the
princely procession being by the side of-Queen Olga of Greece.
It was,an imposing scene : the Tsaritsa and the Grand Duchesses
.were in grande toilette and their striking Russian, head-dresses
gave them an almost fairy-tale charm. Throughout the long
religious ceremony, conducted by the worthy Metropolitans of
Novgorod and St. Petersburg, assisted by members of the Holy
Synod and high clerical dignitaries in superb robes, and accom-
panied by an impressive choir, the little heir to the throne, a
delicate boy of fourteen, stood alone before the altar in his pale
blue uniform. In a clear voice he read the oath of fealty to
Tsar and country and to the constitutional order of succession;
no one present could help feeling deeply moved. Then prayers
were spoken by the church dignitaries,, the Te Deum thundered
out, the bells began to ring and three hundred and one salvoes
of cannon resounded* After the " ad multos annos " had been
given forth and the members of the Holy Synod had felicitated
f" their Majesties and the Tsarevitch, the whole assembly moved in